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Academy salutes public health leaders 

 
WASHINTON – In conjunction with Research!America’s fifth annual Public Health 
Thank You Day on Monday, the American Academy of Nursing (AAN) honored the 
work of nurses who brave often adverse conditions to prevent and treat illness, disease 
and protect the well-being of the community. 
 
Since 2005, Research!America has recognized the nation’s federal, state and local public 
health heroes just before the Thanksgiving holiday break. Correspondingly, the Academy 
acknowledged nursing’s leaders who through their research and broad range of practice 
have designed and spearheaded interventions and models of care that help individuals 
prevent and combat health issues. 
 
This year, the Academy highlighted two of its many public health Edge Runner™ 
models– the Good Samaritan Nursing Center for Health Promotion and Illness Prevention 
and Harambee Nursing Center – that demonstrate a tireless commitment to helping 
families in the state of Kentucky. 
 
“These nurse-led programs deliver accessible and quality care to meet the needs of the 
most vulnerable populations,” said AAN CEO Pat Ford-Roegner of the Edge Runners, 
which, along with 39 other models, form the centerpiece of AAN’s Raise the Voice 
campaign. “The Academy is proud to have a membership devoted to prevention and 
implementation of quality practices that positively affect the efficacy of public health 
treatment and serve as a template for other public health centers.”  
 
Harambee is a community-based, nurse-led academic health center, operated since 2003 
by the University of Louisville School of Nursing in partnership with several other 
religious and non-profit groups, providing health care services that are accessible, 
effective and affordable. 
 
Likewise, Good Samaritan is a model of differentiated nurse-managed practice in 
Lexington that provides critical holistic care to underserved populations, while providing 
structured and mentored post-graduate learning experiences for BSN and MSN interns 
and fellows, respectively. 

http://www.aannet.org/files/public/GoodSamaritan_template.pdf
http://www.aannet.org/files/public/Harambee%20Nursing%20Center_template.pdf
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”Public Health Thank You Day is an excellent opportunity to recognize those who have 
committed their lives to promoting a long, productive and healthy life for all people. As 
there is greater focus on improving our health system, your hard work, expertise and 
dedication are critical and greatly appreciated,” said Dr. Thomas Frieden, the Director of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. “I am optimistic about our ability to 
preserve and protect the health and lives of Americans.” 
 
For more information about the Academy’s Raise the Voice campaign and to access 
profiles of the Academy’s many public health Edge Runners visit 
www.aannet.org/raisethevoice.  
 

### 
 

The American Academy of Nursing (www.aannet.org) anticipates and tracks national and 
international trends in health care, while addressing resulting issues of health care 

knowledge and policy. The Academy’s mission is to serve the public and nursing 
profession by advancing health policy and practice through the generation, synthesis, 

and dissemination of nursing knowledge. 
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